SECTION B:
ELEMENTARY
(K-6)

ELEMENTARY OVERVIEW
Kindergarten: Learning and Working
Kindergarten students will demonstrate understanding that their world is made up of many different
groups and places. These groups and places can change over time. Kindergartners will also understand
how people in their lives (including the classroom) and they themselves can make positive contributions
as group members and/or citizens. Students will participate in decision-making related to wants and
needs. Finally, students will discuss the importance of rules and appropriate behaviors in and out of the
classroom, with opportunities to practice their decision-making skills.

Grade 1: My Place in Time and Space
First grade students will study their own families, past and present. They will compare present-day
families and schools to ones of recent and distant past. Through the discussion of civic issues that arise in
school, the students will learn about rules, fairness and collective decision-making. Students will make
and use simple maps.

Grade 2: Local Physical and Cultural Geography
Second grade students will develop a conceptual understanding of community. They will be introduced
to the domains of social studies (history, physical geography, cultural geography, civics and government)
through the lens of their local community. Students will learn how people, places and events have shaped
their community historically. In addition, they will become acquainted with local government and current
issues.

Grade 3: Alaska Physical and Cultural Geography and History
Third grade students will focus on Alaska, past and present. Students compare and contrast various
cultures and regions within the state. Third grade also focuses on the study of Alaska’s history,
geography, economy and government.

Grade 4: United States Physical and Cultural Geography
Fourth grade students will focus their year-long study on developing knowledge of the continents, oceans
and geography of the United States to lay the foundation for further social studies explorations. Students
will examine the factors, both physical and cultural that help define regions in the U.S. In addition,
students will consider the Pacific Rim and examine the role of the United States in this fast-changing part
of the world.
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Grade 5: United States History and Government
In fifth grade, the focus will be a yearlong study of the United States of America. Students will examine
the historical perspectives that shaped the diverse physical, political, economic and cultural characteristics
that define our country today. Students will examine how colonization led to the establishment and
evolution of our nation through the perspectives of Native American cultures, European leaders,
explorers, colonists, slaves and immigrants. Students will explore the foundations of American
government by examining relevant aspects of the U.S. Constitution, emphasizing that citizenship entails
both rights and responsibilities.

Grade 6: Physical and Cultural Geography of Ancient Societies
Sixth grade Social Studies emphasizes ancient societies in a geographical, historical, political and cultural
context. In this year-long course, students examine geographical influences on regional development; use
maps, globes and graphs to gather, analyze and report information; discuss current events from around the
world and study the history of civilization from ancient times to approximately 500 A.D. Students come
to understand what people need to evolve into a civilization, how new civilizations began as the needs and
beliefs of the people changed, explain the contributions of different civilizations to humankind and
examine the origins and spread of major world religions and languages.
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ONGOING LEARNER GOALS
ELEMENTARY
These objectives are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion throughout
the K-6 curriculum. Mastery is not assigned to a specific grade level.
SOCIAL/CIVIC DEVELOPMENT
AND GOVERNMENT

ECONOMICS
• Develop an understanding of the function of
money (G/C.F.4-5)
• Study the interrelationships and economic
interdependencies between the neighborhood,
community, Alaska, United States and the world
(G/C.F.1-3, 9-10; G/C.G.1, 7)
• Recognize major points, events and factors in the
development of the U.S. economy

• Build an awareness of self in relation to others
(G/C.E.1; CS.E.8)
• Develop an awareness of rights, rules and
responsibilities as they apply to individuals in
group settings (G/C.A.1-2; G/C.B.5; G/C.E.2, 7)
• Show respect for the rights of others, including the
right to have different opinions

(G/C.B.1; G/C.F.6, 8; C/G.G.7; H.A.7)

(G/C.A.2; G/C.B.5; G/C.D.5; CS.B.1; CS.C.4)

• Study the interrelationships between Alaska and
the world (G/C.D.1-5)
• Develop an awareness and understanding of the
Alaska Constitution (G/C.C.3, 8)
• Develop an awareness and understanding of the
U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights (G/C.A.2;

HISTORY
• Explore the concept of the passage of time in
relation to oneself (H.A.1, 5, 7-8; H.B.3-4; H.D.1)
• Construct a timeline for life events (H.A.1, 7)
• Recognize cause and effect within major U.S.
historical and economic events[

G/C.B.1-3)

• Study the development of our constitutional rights
and responsibilities (G/C.B.1-2)
• Recognize the importance of the U.S. citizens’
civic rights and responsibilities (G/C.E.1-2)
• Recognize the need to understand and respect
other cultures (G/C.C.6; CS.C.4; CS.E.1, 4, 7)
• Participate in KIDS VOTING to develop skills for
gathering information and making critical
decisions (G/C.E.3-7; H.D.5)

(H.A.2-3; H.B.1-2, 4-5; H.C.3)

• Sequence major historical events into identifiable
periods and eras (H.A.1, 7; H.C.1; H.D.6)

CULTURAL STUDIES
• Appreciate and share one’s own cultural heritage
(CS.A.1-2, 5, 7; CS.B.1-2; CS.C.2-3; CS.D.5-6; CS.E.1-2, 8)
• Show respect and appreciation for individuals or
groups whose racial, national, religious, linguistic
or cultural heritage differs from one’s own

GEOGRAPHY

(CS.A.3; CS.B.1, 3; CS.C.4; CS.D.3-4)

• Study the interrelationships between one’s
neighborhood and the world

• Recognize the diversity and cultural richness of
the Fairbanks community (i.e., population reflects
more than 50 ethnic backgrounds)

(GY.B.3-4, 8; GY.D.1-2, 4-5; GY.F.6)

• Use the five themes of geography in learning about
the world: location, region, place, movement and
human/environment interaction (GY.D.1-5)
• Explain the impact of geography on American
historic events using the five themes of geography
(GY.D.1-5; GY.F.1-2, 5)
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(CS.A.6; CS.B.1; CS.C.4; CS.D.3, 5; CS.E.1, 7, 8)

• Recognize the influences of cultural diversity in
the state, nation and world (CS.B.1; CS.E.1, 4-5, 7)
• Explore and compare multicultural lifestyles, past
and present (CS.B.2; CS.C.4; CS.D.1, 3-4; CS.E.5-8)
• Develop a personal definition and appreciation of
cultural diversity
(CS.A.1, 6; CS.B.1-3; CS.C.4; CS.D.6; CS.E.1, 7-8)
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Kindergarten: Learning and Working
Overview
Students will demonstrate understanding that their world is made up of many different
groups and places. These groups and places can change over time. Kindergartners will
also understand how individuals can make positive contributions as group members and
citizens. Students will participate in decision-making related to wants and needs.
Finally, students will discuss the importance of rules and appropriate behaviors in and out
of the classroom, with opportunities to practice their decision-making skills.
Readiness Standards
Kindergarten students must be five years old by September 1.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• What is my world? (EQ.K.1)
• How does my world change? (EQ.K.2)
• How do I contribute as a citizen? (EQ.K.3)
• What things do we want and need? (EQ.K.4)
• How do we get what we want and need? (EQ.K.5)
Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Place
store
police station
restaurant
church
hospital
fire station
temple
library
mosque
bank
land
water

Location
community
town
state
hallway
entrance
exit
room
location/locate
address
next
across
above
below
near
map
globe

Time
future
past
present
today
tomorrow
yesterday
calendar

Citizenship
group
cooperate
vote
decide
respect
traditions
family
rules
job
choice
fair
order
safe

Other
same
different
wants
needs
event

Learning Targets
Students can demonstrate an understanding of past events and their connection to
the present and future by:
! Distinguishing between yesterday, today, and tomorrow. (EQ.K.1-2; H.A.1)
! Verbally sequencing the days of the week and months of the year. (EQ.1-2; H.A.1)
! Verbally retelling the order of personal or classroom events. (EQ.K.1-2; H.A.1)
! Placing personal and classroom events on a class calendar. (EQ.K.1-2; H.A.1, 8)
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Students can demonstrate an understanding of and appreciation for their physical
environment by:
! Using words to indicate spatial relationships (e.g., use vocabulary to discuss
specific locations within their home, classroom, school and playground). (EQ.K.1)
! Describing different features of the Alaskan landscape. (EQ.K.1-2; GY.B.1, 7)
! Stating their names and addresses. (EQ.K.1; GY.B.4; CS.D.5)
! Describing or identifying a map or globe. (EQ.K.1; GY.A.1)
! Creating a simple map of a place meaningful to them. (EQ.K.1-2; GY.A.2)
! Identifying ways that they can take care of or hurt the environment.
(EQ.K.3; GY.B.8)

Students can demonstrate an understanding of how and why cultures continue and
change over time by:
! Sharing about and listening to family and traditions. (EQ.K.1-2; CS.A.2, 3)
! Describing ways that people can be the same and different. (EQ.K.1-2; CS.A.1;
CS.E.8)

! Learning about others through books, multimedia, interviews and newspapers and
by participating in community and school events.
(EQ.K.1-3; CS.A.1; CS.B.1-2; CS.C.4; CS.D.5)

Students can demonstrate an understanding of community and responsibility by:
! Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. (EQ.K.1, 3; G/C.B.1-2)
! Stating phone number, age and birthday. (EQ.K.1; CS.C.4; CS.D.5)
! Working positively together in a group. (EQ.K.1-5; G/C.E.1-2, 7)
! Contributing to the life of the class and the school. (EQ.K.1-5; G/C.E.6)
! Participating in resolving conflicts and disagreements with others.
(EQ.K.3-5; G/C.E.7)
! Participating in voting as a group or individually. (EQ.K.1-5; G/C.C.2; G/C.E.3)
Students can demonstrate an understanding of making choices with limited
resources by:
! Naming a job that people have in the home, school or other business.
(EQ.K.1; G/C.G.1)

! Participating in activities as a buyer or seller. (EQ.K.1, 3-5; G/C.G.3-4)
! Telling the difference between people’s wants and needs. (EQ.K.1; G/C.G.2-3)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• CS = Cultural Standards
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Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Kindergarten
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading standards for Informational Text
• With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two texts on the same topic. (RI.K.9)
Writing Standards
• Use a combination of drawing, dictating and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic. (W.K.2)
• Participate in shared research and writing projects. (W.K.7)
• With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a question. (W.K.8)
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Suggested Activities for Kindergarten
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)

Identify birthdays-of-the-month on the class calendar and have individuals share how
their family celebrates their birthday
• Build a photo timeline of events that happen throughout the school year
• Construct a class map of the school showing hallways and location of office, nurse,
library, gym, music, etc.
• Read aloud and discuss:
•

" Chester the Worldly Pig by Bill Peet
" The Best Part of Me by Wendy Ewald
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kids Voting
Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
Daily Pledge of Allegiance
Guest speakers
Field trips
Career Day with parents
Share ethnic/family traditions
Origins of names; similar name in another language
Native dancing assembly
Class jobs
Art Center Art Kits (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center):
" Resssycled Snakes
" First Impressions: Portraits

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Centers that encourage “buying and selling”
Up-cycling and recycling a project
Globe and map center
Alaskan landscape picture sort
Use various Foldables®
Use various Thinking Maps®
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First Grade: My Place in Time and Space
Overview
First grade students will study their own families, past and present. They will compare
present-day families and schools to ones of recent and distant past. Through the
discussion of civic issues that arise in school, the students will learn about rules, fairness
and collective decision-making. Students will make and use simple maps.
Readiness Standards
Students entering first grade should be able to:
• Be aware of self in relation to others.
• Learn rights, responsibilities, and rules as they apply to individuals in a group
setting.
• Locate specific areas in the classroom and school.
• Participate in a variety of cultural activities.
• Share news about events with others.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• What is history? (EQ.1.1)
• What makes a family? (EQ.1.2)
• How are families alike and different throughout the nation and the world? (EQ.1.3)
• How do families make choices? (EQ.1.4)
• Why are rules important? (EQ.1.5)
• How can we contribute to our family, our classroom, our school and our
community? (EQ.1.6)
• What is geography? (EQ.1.7)
• How does geography help us learn about place and movement? (EQ.1.8)
• How are choices made with limited resources? (EQ.1.9)
Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Location
state
town
neighborhood
community
continent
ocean
river
mountain
landform
location
globe
map
direction
distance
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Other
similar
different
symbol
services
goods
cost
calendar
timeline
artifact
patterns
geography

Grade 1
Adopted: April 16, 2013

Learning Targets
Students connect to the past and present by:
! Collecting information about the past through interviews, photos, articles, etc.
(EQ.1.1, 6; H.A.1-2)

! Classifying objects or pictures of objects from long ago and today.
(EQ.1.1-3; H.C.2)

! Constructing a timeline of events in the history of their own or another family.
(EQ.1.1-3; H.C.3; H.D.1)

! Measuring time by days, weeks and months and maintaining a calendar to track
holidays and other meaningful events. (EQ.1.1; H.A.1, 7; H.D.1)
Students can demonstrate an understanding of making choices with limited
resources by:
! Explaining why people earn, spend and save money. (EQ.1.9; G/C.G.1-2)
! Giving examples of ways that a choice has a consequence or possible cost.
(EQ.1.9; G/C.F.5; G/C.G.3)

! Giving examples of goods, resources and services in the community.
(EQ.1.9; G/C.F.5; G/C.G.1, 5)

Students act as citizens by:
! Identifying one state and one national symbol. (EQ.1.1; GY.B.5; G/C.B.1)
! Listing or stating one role and one responsibility of students in various groups.
(EQ.1.6; G/C.E.2)

! Demonstrating positive interaction with group members. (EQ.1.5-6; G/C.E.7)
! Explaining why rules or laws may be needed to solve a problem.
(EQ.1.5-6; G/C.E.4)

! Describing characteristics of good leadership and fair decision-making.
(EQ.1.5-6; G/C.E.7)

! Describing at least one similarity and one difference among people.
(EQ.2-3, 6; CS.B.1)

! Participating in discussions of current events.
(EQ.1.1, 5, 7-8; H.A.1; H.B.1; G/C.E.7; CS.A.1)

Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by:
! Differentiating between neighborhood, town and state. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.4; GY.B.1-4)
! Identifying characteristics of a neighborhood or community using resources such
as road signs, landmarks, models, maps and photographs. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.B.1-5)
! Using a map and terms related to location, direction and distance (e.g., up/down,
left/right, near/far, here/there, north/south, east/west). (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.1)
! Using a simple map to find a location or object. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.1)
! Creating a map as a representation of space. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.2)
! Locating Alaska on a map and globe. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.1)
! Using appropriate resources to answer geographic questions.
(EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.4-6)

Students show understanding of how and why cultures change over time by:
! Recognizing that Alaska has several unique Native cultures that began in the past
and continue today. (EQ.1.1; H.A.1; H.B.1a; G/C.C.4; CS.A.7; CS.E.5-6)
! Defining the concept of respect, using their own words. (EQ.1.1, 6; CS.A.1, 6-7)
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! Participating in classroom, school and community events that celebrate traditions
and cultures. (EQ.1.7-8; GY.A.1)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• CS = Cultural Standards

Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in First Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, table of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. (RI.1.5)
• Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic.
(RI.1.9)

Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts, in which they name a topic, supply some facts
about the topic and provide some sense of closure. (W.1.2)
• Participate in shared research and writing projects. (W.1.7)
• With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a question. (W.1.8)
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Suggested Activities for First Grade
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Write in a journal about reactions to events at school that happened yesterday, today
and in anticipation of tomorrow’s event
Build a classroom timeline that illustrates events as they happen during the school
year
Roll a soft globe among classmates and play “land and water” identification game
Use clay to build models of basic landforms
Cut out a paper shape of Alaska and place it accurately on various maps and globes
around the classroom playing “Where’s Alaska?”
Kids Voting
Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
Daily Pledge of Allegiance
News magazines (e.g., Scholastic, Weekly Reader)
Play “store”
Buy choice time activities with tokens
Read aloud and discuss:
"
"
"
"
"

•
•
•
•

Play “Would You Rather”-type game, understanding choices and costs
Barter simulation
Multicultural Week activities
Art Center Art Kits: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
"
"
"
"
"

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Go-Around Dollar by Barbara Johnston Adams
If You Make a Million by David Schwartz
Monster Money Book by Loren Leedy
My Grandma’s the Mayor by Margaret Pelligrino
Everybody Bakes Bread, Everybody Cooks Rice and Everybody Makes Soup series by
Norah Dooley

African Houses
Everyone Draws Differently
Fairbanks First Family
My Community Square
Layers of Land

Create a class cookbook
Interview family ancestors and make a poster with family stories and copies of old
photos
Make a simple family tree
Thinking Maps® double bubble map to compare how families are alike and different
Layered Foldables® book to illustrate neighborhood, town, state, etc.
Obtain primary resources from the Library of Congress website
(www.loc.gov/teachers)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Second Grade: Local Physical and
Cultural Geography
Overview
Students in second grade will develop a conceptual understanding of community. They
will be introduced to the domains of social studies (history, physical geography, cultural
geography, civics and government) through the lens of their local community. Students
will learn how people, places and events have shaped their community historically. In
addition, they will become acquainted with local government and current issues.
Readiness Standards
Students entering second grade should be able to:
• Respect the rights of others, including different opinions.
• Demonstrate awareness of goods and services, needs, and wants.
• Demonstrate understanding that a globe and a map are visual representations of
the world.
• Identify similarities and differences among families and cultural groups, past and
present.
• Participate in sharing of current events.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• How have people from the past shaped our community? (EQ.2.1)
• How have events from the past shaped our community? (EQ.2.2)
• How have resources shaped our community? (EQ.2.3)
• How does geography influence culture and community over time? (EQ.2.4)
• What influences the geography of a community over time? (EQ.2.5)
• What influences the geography of a culture over time? (EQ.2.6)
• How do citizens work to solve problems in their community? (EQ.2.7)
• How do people use resources in their community to meet basic needs and wants?
(EQ.2.8)

Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Economics
consume
produce
environment
goods and services
subsistence
seasonal cycle
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Citizenship
community
culture
fact
opinion
government
laws
I message
diversity
contribution
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Other
timeline
compare
contrast
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Learning Targets
Students connect the past with the present by:
! Identifying and describing how events and people have shaped Fairbanks.
(EQ.2.1-2; GY.B.8; GY.D.2-5; GY.F.2; H.A.5, 7-8; H.B.1e; L/IL.B.3-4)

! Constructing a timeline of major historical events that have influenced Fairbanks
history. (EQ.2.1-2; H.A.4-5, 7; H.C.3; H.D.3-4)
! Relating the contributions of Athabascans and early settlers to the development of
Fairbanks as a community. (EQ.2.1-2; GY.B.2-6, 8)
! Asking who, what, why, where and when about historical events.
(EQ.2.1-4; H.B.1; H.C.2)

! Explaining why the national holidays are important to Americans (e.g., Labor
Day, Veterans Day, Presidents Day, Martin Luther King Day). (EQ.2.1; H.A.5,)
Students show understanding of how and why cultures change over time by:
! Identifying ways culture is expressed in their communities, such as celebrations,
legends and traditions. (EQ.2.1; GY.B.2; G/C.B.5)
! Explaining that Athabascans subsisted on available goods gathered or hunted
during each season. (EQ.2.1; GY.B.4, 6)
! Identifying elders as the experienced leaders in the community.
(EQ.2.5; GY.B.3, 6; GY.E.4)

! Participating in activities that define and practice respect. (EQ.2.2, 5; G/C.E.4,7-6)
! Defining diversity, using their own words. (EQ.2.1-2, 5; G/C.E.7)
Students act as citizens by:
! Recognizing that government leaders in a community are elected through a voting
process and participating where appropriate (e.g., Kids Voting, student council).
(EQ.2.5; G/C.E.3)

! Expressing the connection between rules and laws and why they are needed in a
community. (EQ.2.5; G/C.B.5)
! Practicing different roles and responsibilities within a group.
(EQ.2.5; G/C.A.4; G/C.B.4)

! Exploring the United States Constitution and explaining that it is the law of the
land. (EQ.2.2; G/C.B.3)
! Using “I messages” to communicate personal wants and needs. (EQ.2.5; CS.E.8)
Students demonstrate understanding of making choices with limited resources by:
! Identifying some goods and services that are provided by the local government
and by other producers in a community. (EQ.2.3-4; GY.D.1)
! Differentiating between producer and consumer, and giving examples of each in
the community. (EQ.2.3-4; G/C.F.5)
Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by:
! Recognizing the names and locations of the community, borough, state, country
and continent. (EQ.2.4; GY.A.1)
! Explaining the impact of location for the indigenous and current populations of
the Fairbanks areas. (EQ.2.4; GY.B.4; CS.A.6)
! Using a compass rose and a map key/legend to interpret information on maps and
globes. (EQ.2.3-4; GY.A.4)
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FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• L/IL = Library/Information Literacy
• CS = Cultural Standards

Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Second Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Literature
• Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine
their central message, lesson or moral. (RL.2.2)
• Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories)
by different authors or from different cultures. (RL.2.9)
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Describe the connection between a series of historical events. (RI.2.3)
• Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text
efficiently. (RI.2.5)
• Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify a text. (RI.2.7)
Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points and provide a concluding statement or section. (W.2.2)
• Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a
single topic to produce a report). (W.2.7)
• Recall information from experiences or other information from provided sources to
answer a question. (W.2.8)
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Suggested Activities for Second Grade
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kids Voting
Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
Class meetings
Community service project
News magazines (e.g., Scholastic, Weekly Reader)
Council for Economic Education website: www.econedlink.org
Play “Twenty Questions” on goods and services
Design your own community with services
Beading with an elder
Respecting Ethnic and Cultural Heritage (REACH) lessons on elders
Construct a simple timeline which could include:
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Athabascan fish camp
Arrival of E.T. Barnette
Discovery of gold
Gold Rush
Fairbanks Flood
Gold Dredge #8
Boreal Forest

Develop timelines or a multi-flow Thinking Map® to represent each group that
contributed to the development of Fairbanks and a local chronological history
• Tour downtown Fairbanks, Pioneer Park’s Mining Valley and Native Village, Clay
Street Cemetery, museums:
•

" University of Alaska-Faibanks Museum of the North (www.uaf.edu/museum/info)
" Morris Thomson Cultural and Visitor Center (www.morristhompsoncenter.org)
" Pioneer Museum
(www.co.fairbanks.ak.us/pioneerpark/attractions/museums/pioneer_museum.htm)
" Fairbanks Community Museum (www.fairbankshistorymuseum.com)

Work together as a class to make a map or mural of the communities of the Tanana
Valley
• Have students pick an Alaskan natural resource to research
• Identify natural resources of the Fairbanks area
• Read and discuss:
•

" Children of the Gold Rush by Jane Haigh
" A Walk Through Early Fairbanks by Shirley Kaltenbach’s 3rd grade class (1997)
" Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs by Betty Birney
•

Art Center Art Kits: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
"
"
"
"
"

Chena River Appreciation
Fairbanks Flying History
Fairbanks River Travel
Murals- Community Art
Postcards from Alaska, Painting Fairbanks

Layered Foldable® to recognize names and locations of community, borough, state
and country and continent
• Make a Thinking Map® Tree with goods and services provided by local government
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Third Grade: Alaska Physical and
Cultural Geography and History
Overview
Third grade students will focus on Alaska, past and present. Students will compare and
contrast various cultures and regions within the state. Third grade will also focus on the
study of Alaska’s history, geography, economy and government. Students will explore
why and how the first Alaskan Natives and Europeans came to the area, the purchase of
Alaska, why Alaskans wanted to become a state, how Alaska became a state, explaining
the importance of natural resources to Alaska’s economy and Permanent Fund and how it
affects Alaska.
Readiness Standards
Students entering third grade should be able to:
• Understand the roles and responsibilities of individuals within a community.
• Recognize historical figures and their contributions to the local community.
• Discuss current events.
• Identify and locate Fairbanks on a map or globe.
• Identify how natural resources have affected the growth and development of
Fairbanks.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• Why and how have various groups of people come to Alaska over time and how
have they shaped Alaska’s development? (EQ.3.1)
• How does the knowledge of major groups of Alaska Natives and their indigenous
cultures help us understand what makes Alaska unique? (EQ.3.2)
• What is a government? (EQ.3.3)
• How are laws made and changed? (EQ.3.4)
• How has Alaska’s government develop over time? (EQ.3.5)
• How has Alaska’s economy evolved over time? (EQ.3.6)
• How does using maps, globes and graphs help us to find a variety of information?
(EQ.3.7)

Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Place
lower 48
contiguous U.S.
town
city
state
capital
world
Pacific Region
United States
Bering Land Bridge
region

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Social Studies Curriculum

Location
landforms
local
latitude/longitude

Government/Economics
Constitution
dividend
Permanent Fund
statehood
native corporation
branches of government
natural resources
levels of government
- city
- borough
- state
- national
economic, social and
political systems
23

Other
artifact
movement
transportation
indigenous people
climate
perspective
weather
culture
lifestyle
historical empathy

Grade 3
Adopted: April 16, 2013

Learning Targets
Students connect the past with the present by:
! Explaining differences between historic and present day objects in Alaska,
evaluating how the use of the object and the object itself changed over time (e.g.,
comparing modes of transportation used in past and present exploration in order
to evaluate impact and the events of those changes). (EQ.3.1-2, 6; G/C.B.1; G/C.F.6)
! Describing ways that life in Alaska has both changed and stayed the same over
time; explaining why these changes have occurred (e.g., In what ways would the
life of a child three hundred years ago be different from the life of a child today?
What factors have contributed to these differences?).
(EQ.3.1-2, 6-7; H.A.1, 7; H.C.1)

Students show understanding of how humans interpret history by:
! Identifying different types of primary and secondary sources, and understanding
the benefits and limitations both bring to the study of history (e.g., interviews,
biographies, magazine articles, eyewitness news accounts).
(EQ.3.1-7; H.A.1, 7; H.C.1; H.D.6)

! Reading and interpreting historic maps. (EQ.3.1-3, 5-7; GY.B.3-4, 8; GY.D.1-5)
! Identifying multiple perspectives in historic and current events (e.g., How might
an Alaska Native describe the first contact with a Russian fur trader? How might
a Russian fur trader describe that same event?). (EQ.3.1-2, 6; CS.B.2; CS.C.4; CS.D.1)
Students act as citizens by:
! Describing and defining the rights, principles and responsibilities of citizenship in
the U.S. (e.g., the right to vote, the responsibility to obey the law).
(EQ.3.3-5; G/C.A.2-3)

! Identifying problems and proposing solutions in the local community, state,
nation or world. (EQ.3.3-5; GY.B.3-4; GY.D.1-5; G/C.A.2)
Students show understanding of how a government functions by:
! Describing how rules and laws are created (e.g., participating in a simulation
about creating a new law). (EQ.3.4; G/C.B.1-2; G/C.E.3-7)
! Identifying key documents on which U.S. laws are based and where to find them
(e.g., Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, U.S. Constitution). (EQ.3.3-4)
! Identifying the three branches of state and federal government and explaining
their functions. (EQ.3.3-5; G/C.E.1-2)
! Describing how government decisions impact and/or relate to their lives.
(EQ.3.1-7; G/C.E.1; CS.E.8)

Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by:
! Identifying characteristics of Alaska using resources such as landmarks, models,
maps, photographs, atlases, Internet, video, reference materials, GIS and mental
mapping. (EQ.3.1-2, 6-7; GY.B.3-4, 8)
! Locating the physical and political regions of Alaska (e.g., Interior, South Central,
North Slope). (EQ.3.1-2, 5-7; CS.B.1; CS.E.1)
! Locating selected cities and states of historical and current importance using
absolute and relative location (e.g., Anchorage, Juneau, Barrow).
(EQ.3.1-2, 7; CS.B.1; CS.E.1, 4-5, 7)
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! Constructing and reading a variety of effective representations of Earth, such as
maps, globes and photographs. (EQ.3.7; H.A.1, 5, 7-8)
! Using grid systems to locate places on maps and globes. (EQ.3.7)
Students show understanding of geographic regions by:
! Studying factors such as weather, population distribution, land use, climate and
transportation to identify regional differences and similarities in Alaska.
(EQ.3.1-2, 6-7; GY.D.1-5)

! Explaining how climate and physical features impact the ways of life in different
regions of Alaska. (EQ.3.2, 6-7; GY.D.1-5; GY.F.1-2)
! Recognizing patterns in settlement, migration and land use in Alaska and
connecting them to the geographic features and environment. (EQ.3.2, 6-7)
Students show understanding of how and why cultures change over time by:
! Identifying expressions of culture in Alaska through analysis of various modes,
such as poems, songs, dances, stories, sculptures and photographs.
(EQ.3.1-2, 5, 7; CS.A.1, 6; CS.B.1-3)

! Identifying how location influences cultural traits across the various regions of
Alaska (e.g., comparing clothing, food, architecture, art in relation to location).
(EQ.3.1-2, 6-7; CS.B.1-2)

! Describing the contributions of various cultural groups to our country, both past
and present. (EQ.3.1-2; CS.D.1; CS.E.5-8)
! Identifying ways in which culture in Alaska has changed over time.
(EQ.3.1-2, 5; H.A.1, 7; H.C.1; H.D.6)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• L/IL = Library/Information Literacy
• CS = Cultural Standards
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Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Third Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Literature
• Recount stories, including fables, folktales and myths from diverse cultures; determine
the central message, lesson or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key
details in the text. (RL.3.2)
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Describe the relationship between a series of historical events using language that
pertains to time, sequence and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)
• Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate
information relevant to a given topic efficiently. (RI.3.5)
Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. (W.3.2)
• Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. (W.3.7)
• Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. (W.3.8)
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Suggested Activities for Third Grade
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Create a 3D map of Alaska and paint water and landforms
Look at a variety of maps; classify them according to their purpose
Create and color a physical and political map of Alaska
Explore Google Earth
Kids Voting
Invite a local elder and pioneer to speak to the class
Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
News magazines (e.g., Scholastic News, Weekly Reader)
Recognizing Ethnic and Cultural Heritage (REACH) lessons on community
Learn about the pipeline and Valdez oil spill
Pen pals (written, Skype, Voice Thread) from other schools (rural Alaska)
Make different Native Alaskan artifacts (e.g., drum, canoe, fish wheel)
Host a potlatch
Build an Athabascan snow shelter
Timelines
Visit the University of Alaska-Fairbanks Museum of the North
Alaska Native Education program
Visit Borough Assembly chambers and/or have city and borough mayors visit
classroom
Track the path of a selected export/import of Alaska
Have students track the price of Alaska crude oil and make a graph; consider tracking
local gasoline/heating oil prices at the same time
Identify natural resources of Alaska
Art Center Art Kits: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

•
•
•
•
•
•

Benny’s Flag
Textured Landscapes
Museum Sketchbook
Athabascan Animal Legends
Caribou on the Tundra
Alaskan Animals
Raven Sculptures
Alaska Regions
Buzzing around Alaska
Fairbanks Centennial Bridge

Alaska Native Kits (Library Media)
Participate in Friendship Day
Present a wax museum on an Alaskan pioneer
Role play interactions between Alaskans and Russians
Thinking Map® Tree using Alaskan primary and secondary sources
Read and discuss:
"
"
"
"
"

The Year of Miss Agnes by Kirkpatrick Hill
Egg Island by Putt Clark
Two Old Women (edited version) by Velma Wallis
At the Mouth of the Luckiest River by Arnold Griese
Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs
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" Benny's Flag by Phyllis Krasilovsky
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Library of Congress primary resource website (www.loc.gov/teachers)
Use various Foldables®
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Fourth Grade: United States Physical and
Cultural Geography
Overview
This yearlong study helps develop knowledge of the geography of the United States,
continents and oceans to lay the foundation for further social studies explorations.
Students will examine the factors, both physical and cultural, that help define regions in
the U.S. In addition, students will consider the Pacific Rim and examine the role of the
United States in this fast-changing part of the world.
Readiness Standards
Students entering fourth grade should be able to:
• Recognize the functions of local and state government
• Identify the regions of Alaska and the Alaska Natives of each region
• Use maps, charts, graphs and tables to interpret this information
• Identify major resources of Alaska and its neighbors and how their sources relate to
the economic and technological lifestyles of past and present
• Follow local and world current events
• Locate Russia and Pacific Rim countries on a map or globe
• Explore past and present cultural activities of Athabascan people
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• How have physical and cultural geographic characteristics shaped and defined
America as it is today? (EQ.4.1)
• How do geographical features and the environment shape patterns of settlement,
land use and migration in the regions? (EQ.4.2)
• What are the defining physical, political and cultural characteristics of a region of
the United States? (EQ.4.3)
• How have cultural groups within regions contributed to the diversity of American
culture? (EQ.4.4)
• How do the natural resources of a region affect its economy? (EQ.4.5)
• How does the geography of a region help shape its history? (EQ.4.6)
• How has the Pacific Rim impacted the economy, politics and culture of the United
States? (EQ.4.7)
• How can maps, globes and graphs be used to find a variety of information?
(EQ.4.8)
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Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Physical
climate
environment
geography
region
longitude/latitude
landform
watershed
boundary
continent
ocean
Pacific Rim
weather
physical map

Cultural
diversity
migration
political map
capital
state
country
trade
transportation
artifact
land use
culture
interaction and interdependence
population distribution
economic, social and political
systems

Other
empathy
primary sources
secondary sources

Learning Targets
Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by:
! Developing knowledge of the locations of the continents, oceans, the fifty U.S.
states and their capitals and major U.S. landforms and water bodies as a foundation
for asking geographic questions. (EQ.4.1-6; GY.A.1)
! Identifying characteristics of states using resources such as landmarks, models,
maps, photographs, atlases, Internet, video, reference materials, GIS and mental
mapping. Locating the physical and political regions of the United States (e.g.,
Plains, New England, Pacific Northwest). (EQ.4.1-3; GY.B.1, 5)
! Locating selected cities and states of historical and current importance using
absolute and relative location (e.g., state capitals, Washington D.C., New York
City). (EQ.4.3; GY.A.1)
! Constructing and reading a variety of effective representations of the Earth such as
maps, globes and photographs. (EQ.4.8; GY.A.2)
! Using grid systems to locate places on maps and globes. (EQ.4.8; GY.A.1)
Students show understanding of geographic regions by:
! Studying factors such as weather, population distribution, land use, natural
resources, climate and transportation to identify regional differences and
similarities in the United States. (EQ.4.1-3, 5; GY.C.1-3)
! Describing cultural elements that are shared by Americans as well as some of the
differences that contribute to cultural diversity. (EQ.4.4; GY.B.3, 7)
! Explaining how climate, physical features and natural resources impact the ways
of life in different regions of the United States. (EQ.4.3, 5; GY.C.2-3)
! Recognizing patterns in settlement, migration and land use in the United States and
connecting them to the geographic features and environment. (EQ.4.2; GY.D.1, 3)
Students show understanding of how and why cultures change over time by:
! Identifying expressions of culture in the U.S. through analysis of various modes of
expression such as poems, songs, dances, stories, paintings and photographs.
(EQ.4.4; H.A.6; H.B.1, H.C.2)
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
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! Identifying how location influences cultural traits across the various regions of the
U.S. (e.g., comparing clothing, food, architecture, art in relation to location).
(EQ.4.3; GY.B.7-8)

! Describing the contributions of various cultural groups to our country, both past
and present (e.g. Native Americans, African Americans, Mexican Americans).
(EQ.4.4, 6; H.B.1-2)

! Utilizing primary and secondary sources to identify ways in which culture in the
United States has changed over time. (EQ.4.6; GY.F.2; CS.E.5)
Students show understanding of the Pacific Rim by:
! Locating the Pacific Rim countries. (EQ.4.7; GY.A.1)
! Explaining the economic interdependence of the United States and other Pacific
Rim countries (e.g., goods traded among nations, transportation, relative location).
(EQ.4.7; GY.D.2)

! Explaining the flow of goods, people and culture between the U.S. and other
Pacific Rim nations. (EQ.4.7; GY.D.2, 4; G/C.F.10)
! Describing the diversity of Pacific Rim cultures. (EQ.4.7; GY.B.7)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
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Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Fourth Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Explain events in a historical text, including what happened and why, based on
specific information in the text. (RI.4.3)
• Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic;
describe the difference in focus and the information provided. (RI.4.6)
• Interpret information presented visually, orally or quantitatively (e.g., in charts,
graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations or interactive elements on web pages) and
explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it
appears. (RI.4.7)
• Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about
the subject knowledgeably. (RI.4.9)
Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. (W.4.2)
• Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic. (W.4.7)
• Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources, take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of
sources. (W.4.8)
• Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection and
research. (W.4.9)

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Social Studies Curriculum

32

Grade 4
Adopted: April 16, 2013

Suggested Activities for Fourth Grade
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)

Students mark places they have lived or visited on a United States map
Google Earth (www.google.com/earth/index.html)
Study U.S. region maps that have various purposes (e.g., population, climate,
industry); compare and contrast
• Recognizing Ethnic and Cultural Heritage (REACH) lessons
• Kids Voting
th
• Constitution Day (Sept. 17 ) activities
• Visit the United States Congressional office
• Write a letter to a United States senator or representative
• News magazines (e.g., Scholastic News, Weekly Reader)
• Locate states and their capitals on a blank outline map
• Students research and report on a U.S. state of their choice
• Historical fiction book report from a chosen state
Art Center Art Kits: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
•
•
•

"
"
"
"
"
"
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Photojournalist: framing my View
Statue of Liberty
Domes: A capital Idea
Flags with Personal Symbols
Landscape Collages
Empty Bowls

“Mail Race” project
“Flat Stanley” state project
Use Internet to take virtual tours of states and regions
Read poetry that reflects Americana
Participate in Geography Bee
Select a Pacific Rim country and produce a five-slide PowerPoint and its interaction
with the United States
Use primary and secondary resources to explain cultural change in the United States
Play songs that represent the American experience
Do Project Based Learning to discover contributions of cultural groups
Use Thinking Maps® to show movement of goods and services between Pacific Rim
countries and the United States
Use various Foldables®
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Fifth Grade: United States History
and Government
Overview
This yearlong study of the United States of America examines historical perspectives that
shaped the diverse physical, political, economic and cultural characteristics that define
our country today. Students will examine how colonization led to the establishment and
evolution of our nation through the perspectives of Native American cultures, European
leaders, explorers, colonists, slaves and immigrants. Students will explore the foundations
of American government by examining relevant aspects of the U.S. Constitution,
emphasizing that citizenship entails both rights and responsibilities.
Readiness Standards
Students entering fifth grade should be able to:
• Identify states and their capitals.
• Identify regions of the United States.
• Identify Pacific Rim countries and their importance to the United States.
• Relate current issues to historical events.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• How does the knowledge of indigenous cultures, European exploration, slavery and
colonization help us understand and interpret past events, people and ideas? (EQ.5.1)
• How does studying the past help us understand our country today? (EQ.5.2)
• How can we use a variety of sources and approaches to investigate changes in our
nation, including historical, social, political, economic and cultural transformations?
(EQ.5.3)

•

What were the impacts of European exploration from multiple viewpoints (e.g.,
indigenous people, “New World”)? (EQ.5.4)
What were the significant events and who were the historical figures leading up to
the American Revolution? (EQ.5.5)
What were the impacts of Westward Expansion on the development of our country?
What were its impacts on the indigenous people of the country? (EQ.5.6)
What is the United States Constitution? Why is it important to American citizens?

•
•

How do American citizens participate in government? (EQ.5.8)
Why is civic participation essential? (EQ.5.9)

•
•
•

(EQ.5.7)
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Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
History
culture
diversity
migration
change
historical
indigenous
native
exploration
exploitation
empathy
perspective
identity
transformation
population distribution
interaction and interdependence
economics, social and political
systems

Government
colony
colonial
colonization
empire
revolution
democracy
citizenship
civics
society
government
Constitution
federalism
justice
liberty
participate
responsibilities
limited representation
rights and/or freedoms
separation of powers
checks and balances
majority rule

Geography
climate
environment

Learning Targets
Students connect the past with the present by:
! Explaining differences between historic and present day objects in the United
States or the world; evaluating how the objects and their usage changed over time
(e.g., comparing modes of transportation used in past and present exploration in
order to evaluate impact and the events of those changes). (EQ.5.2-3; H.B.1)
! Describing ways that life in the United States and/or the world has both changed
and stayed the same over time; explaining why these changes have occurred (e.g.,
In what ways would the life of a teenager during the American Revolution be
different from the life of a teenager today? What factors have contributed to these
differences?). (EQ.5.2-3, 5-6; GY.D.3, 5; H.B.1-2)
! Investigating how events, people and ideas have shaped the United States and/or
the world; hypothesizing how different influences could have led to different
consequences (e.g., How did the Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement
change the U.S.? How might the U.S. be different if these events had never
happened?). (EQ.5.1-9; GY.D.3, 5; H.B.1-2)
Students show understanding of how humans interpret history by:
! Identifying different types of primary and secondary sources, and understanding
the benefits and limitations both bring to the study of history (e.g., interviews,
biographies, magazine articles, eyewitness news accounts). (EQ.5.3; H.C.1-2)
! Reading and interpreting historic maps. (EQ.5.3; GY.A.1, 3)
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! Identifying multiple perspectives in historic and current events (e.g., How might a
Pilgrim describe the first Thanksgiving? How might a Native American describe
that same event?). (EQ.5.1-4, 6; H.A.5-6; CS.E.4)
! Identifying attitudes, values and behaviors of people in different historical
contexts (e.g., What values of the time period justified denying women the right
to vote?). (EQ.5.1-3, 6; GY.D.3, 5)
! Identifying how technology can lead to a different interpretation of history (e.g.,
archeological excavation, using online primary source documents).
(EQ.5.1-3; GY.D.4; H.A.2)

Students show understanding of past, present and future time by:
! Identifying an important event in the United States and/or world and describing
multiple causes and effects of that event. (EQ.5.3-6; H.B.2)
! Explaining transitions between eras that occurred over time (e.g., the end of the
Colonial era) as well as those that occurred as a result of a pivotal event (e.g., the
writing of the Declaration of Independence, the Emancipation Proclamation).
(EQ.5.1-7; H.B.2; CS.E.5)

Students act as citizens by:
! Describing and defining the rights, principles and responsibilities of citizenship in
the U.S. (e.g., the right to vote, the responsibility to obey the law).
(EQ.5.7-9; G/C.B.2, 4; G/C.C.2; G/C.E.1-2)

! Identifying problems and proposing solutions in the local community, state,
nation or world. (EQ.5.3, 8-9; G/C.B.4; G/C.C.2; G/C.E.3-4, 7)
! Explaining their own point of view on issues that affect themselves and society;
being able to explain an opposing point of view (e.g., bullies, victims, witnesses,
voting age, smoking, violence on TV). (EQ.5.3, 8-9; H.D.3; G/C.B.5; G/C.E.3, 2)
! Giving examples of ways in which political parties, campaigns and elections
provide opportunities for citizens to participate in the political process.
(EQ.5.2, 8-9; G/C.B.5-6; G/C.E.3)

! Identifying the core beliefs, shared political values and principles of different
groups, and how these are similar and/or different to other people.
(EQ.5.8-9; G/C.B.5-6; G/C.E.3)

! Establishing rules and/or policies for a group, school and/or community and
defending them. (EQ.5.7-9; G/C.B.5; G/C.E.3-4)
Students show understanding of how the government functions by:
! Describing how rules and laws are created (e.g., participating in a simulation
about creating a new law). (EQ.5.7-9; G/C.A.3; G/C.E.4)
! Identifying key documents on which U.S. laws are based and where to find them
(e.g., Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, U.S. Constitution).
(EQ.5.2, 5, 7; G/C.A.3; G/C.B.1)

! Identifying the three branches of the federal government and explaining their
functions (e.g., checks and balances). (EQ.5.7-8; G/C.B.3)
! Describing how government decisions impact and/or relate to their lives.
(EQ.5.2, 5, 7-9; G/C.A.1-2; G/C.B.2; H.B.3)
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! Describing the basic principles of American democracy (e.g., right to “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” responsibility for the common good,
equality of opportunity, equal protection of the law, freedom of speech and
religion). (EQ.5.2-3, 7-9; G/C.B.2, 4; G/C.E.1-2, 6)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• CS = Cultural Standards

Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Fifth Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Literature
• Describe how a narrator or speaker’s point of view influences how events are
described. (RL.5.6)
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals or events in
a historical text based on specific information in the text. (RI.5.3)
• Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities
and differences in the point of view they represent. (RI.5.6)
• Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak
about the subject knowledgeably. (RI.5.9)
Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. (W.5.2)
• Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through
investigation of different aspects of a topic. (W.5.7)
• Draw evidence from literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection and
research. (W.5.9)
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Suggested Activities for Fifth Grade
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)

Timeline of major events in U.S. history
Recognizing Ethnic and Cultural Heritage (REACH) lessons
We the People – congressional hearings simulation
Kids Voting
Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
Discuss the First Amendment and visit news media to discuss free press
News magazines (e.g., Scholastic News, Weekly Reader)
Mini society
Basic supply and demand lesson
Invite local Civil War/Revolutionary War groups to do re-enactments
Have a panel of community members discuss discrimination
Dramatize significant events of the American Revolution
Use Thinking Maps® to show the impact of the Westward Expansion
Use various Foldables®
Visit government offices
Interview elected officials
Participate in the Geography Bee
Art Center Art Kit: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"
"
"
"
"
•
•
•
•

Zentangles
Frank Lloyd Wright Texture
Architectural Facades
Polish Paper Cuts
Quilts: colorful Geometry

Re-enact immigrant entry into Ellis Island and the port of San Francisco
Establish a mock government
Hold quarterly classroom elections with debates and moderators
Read and discuss:
"
"
"
"
"
"

Encounter by Jane Yolen
Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki
Lily’s crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff
Esparanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
A Boy No More by Harry Mazar
Watson’s go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Sixth Grade: Physical and Cultural Geography
of Ancient Societies
Overview
Sixth grade social studies will emphasize ancient societies in a geographical, historical,
political and cultural context. In this yearlong course, students examine geographical
influences on regional development; use maps, globes and graphs to gather, analyze and
report information; discuss current events from around the world; and study the history of
civilization from prehistoric times to approximately 500 A.D. The civilizations include
ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Greece, Rome, Maya, Aztec and
Inca. Students will come to understand what people need to evolve into a civilization,
how new civilizations began as the needs and beliefs of the people changed, explain the
contributions of different civilizations to humankind and examine the origins and spread
of major world religions and languages.
Readiness Standards:
Students entering sixth grade should be able to:
• Recognize the concept of cause and effect within major U.S. economic and
historical events through Reconstruction.
• Sequence major historical events into identifiable periods and eras through
Reconstruction.
• Recognize the influences of cultural diversity in U.S. society.
• Relate current issues to historical events.
FNSBSD Essential Questions:
• How can we use a variety of primary and secondary sources to learn about our
past? (EQ.6.1)
• How did people come together to establish permanent settlements? (EQ.6.2)
• What components are necessary to develop a civilization? (EQ.6.3)
• In what ways did the physical geography impact the way these civilizations
developed? (EQ.6.4)
• What role did government and society play in the success/failure of these
civilizations? (EQ.6.5)
• In what ways did the economic and geographic factors impact the growth of these
civilizations? (EQ.6.6)
• How do the ideas from these civilizations impact our world today? (EQ.6.7)
• How can we use maps, globes and graphs to find a variety of information?
(EQ.6.8)

•

How can we use timelines to find information? (EQ.6.9)
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Key Concepts/Vocabulary:
Maps
inset map
key
compass rose
map scale
latitude/longitude
place
region
location
names of countries and
regions of the world

Time
elapsed time
Before Christ (B.C.)
Before Common Era
(B.C.E.)
Anno Domini (A.D.)
Common Era (C.E.)

Civilizations
civilization
art
technology
government
- monarchy
- oligarchy
- republic
- theocracy
- democracy
religion
- monotheistic
- polytheistic
social structure
written language
food supply
- slash-and-burn farming
- silt
- loess
movement
human/environment
interaction
economic, social and
political systems

Other
fossils
artifacts
primary sources
secondary sources

Learning Targets
Students can use a map to effectively find information by:
! Using latitude and longitude to find a location. (EQ.6.8)
! Using different maps for their intended purposes. (EQ.6.4-6, 8)
! Applying a map scale by measuring distances between locations. (EQ.6.8)
! Using inset maps to know the relationship of the map with its location in the
world. (EQ.6.7-8)
! Effectively describing a location using the directions on a compass rose. (EQ.6.8)
Students can use a timeline to find information by:
! Identifying the order of major events. (EQ.6.2, 5-6, 8)
! Classifying events into different time periods. (EQ.6.2, 5-6, 9)
! Computing the amount of time that elapses between two events on different sides
of the timeline. (EQ.6.9)
! Explaining why the timeline exists in the format it does (B.C./A.D. or
B.C.E./C.E.). (EQ.6.7, 9)
Students have a working knowledge of relevant locations and how they change over
time by:
! Identifying and locating ancient civilizations on a map. (EQ.6.7-8)
! Identifying the countries that currently exist in the regions of ancient civilizations.
(EQ.6.7-8)
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Students show understanding of how a civilization functions based on its seven key
components by:
! Identifying and explaining the GOVERNMENT of the civilization under study.
(EQ.6.1, 3, 5, 7)

! Identifying and explaining the RELIGION of the civilization under study.
(EQ.6.1, 3-5, 7)

! Identifying and explaining the FOOD SUPPLY (surplus/economy) of the
civilization under study. (EQ.6.1-4, 6)
! Identifying and explaining the SOCIAL STRUCTURE of the civilization under
study.
(EQ.6.1, 3, 5, 7)

! Identifying and explaining the ART of the civilization under study. (EQ.6.1, 3, 5-7)
! Identifying and explaining the WRITTEN LANGUAGE of the civilization under
study. (EQ.6.1, 3, 5, 7)
! Identifying and explaining the TECHNOLOGY of the civilization under study.
(EQ.6.1, 3, 6-7)

Students show understanding of the five themes of geography for each of the ancient
civilizations by:
! Identifying relative and absolute location. (EQ.6.1, 8)
! Describing climate and physical features of a place. (EQ.6.1-2, 4, 6)
! Analyzing population patterns, historical and cultural life. (EQ.6.1-2, 4-7)
! Describing transportation and trade of a society. (EQ.6.1, 4-6)
! Analyzing how the resources of an area are used. (EQ.6.1-4, 6-7)

FNSBSD Essential Questions (see page 4)
• EQ = Essential Questions
Alaska Content & Cultural Standards
• GY = Geography
• G/C = Government and Citizenship
• H = History
• CS = Cultural Standards
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Selected Alaska State Standards to be Embedded in Sixth Grade
(Adopted June 2012)
Students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on
information and ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or solve
problems and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s curriculum.
Reading Standards for Literature
• Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres in terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics. (RL.6.9)
Reading Standards for Informational Text
• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is
conveyed in the text. (RI.6.6)
• Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a
memoir written by and a biography on the same person). (RI.6.9)
Writing Standards
• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts and
information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant content.
(W.6.2)
• Conduct

short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. (W.6.7)
• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the
credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others
while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.
(W.6.8)
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Suggested Activities for Sixth Graders
(Additional space has been provided for inclusion of your own activities.)

• Longitude and latitude activity with an orange and marker
• Make and use geographic tools (e.g., compass, astro lab, G.P.S.)
• Geocache
• Participate in the Geography Bee
• Giant longitude/latitude battleship (large grid with masking tape on floor)
• Map models
• Prepare a History Day project
• Art Center Art Kits: (http://www.k12northstar.org/departments/curriculum/art-center)
" Egyptian Sarcophagus
" Roman Mosaic Design
" Prehistoric Cave Art
" Islamic Tile Patterns
" Greek Columns
" African Kufi Hats
" African Mud Cloth
• Plays and puppet shows (Greek mythology)
• Greek Olympics
• Civilization simulation
• Interact, whole class simulations and role-play
• Sanskrit writing
• Make water clock
• Constitution Day (Sept. 17th) activities
• Role-play different government forms, given a problem to solve
• Map trade routes
• Mini society of classroom economy
• Use Thinking Maps® to compare economic systems (e.g., capitalism, command
society)
• Bartering simulation
• Use Foldables® to show the factors of production and explore sources used in the
production of goods and services
• Invite archaeologist/anthropologist from UAF
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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