
Getting Started Student Guide
Welcome to StudySync! This year in class you will be using StudySync 

to complete reading, writing, and critical thinking Assignments. You will be 

submitting your work directly into the system for your peers and teachers 

to review. Don’t worry, your teachers will be explaining a lot more about 

StudySync in class, but for now, this guide will help get you started.
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CREATING YOUR STUDYSYNC ACCOUNT

1

2

To get started, go to 
app.studysync.com
and at the bottom 
of the page, select 
Student Create 
Account with Group 
Key. 

If you already have a username and password from your teacher, skip ahead to page 3.

Using the Group Key 
code your teacher 
assigned to you, fi ll out 
the information on the 
next screen to create 
your account. Create 
a username and 
password you can 
easily memorize. 
Email addresses or 
“last name + student 
number” are good 
ideas for usernames.
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USING YOUR STUDYSYNC ACCOUNT

1

2

Go to 
app.studysync.com
to log in with your 
username and 
password. You can 
easily join additional 
groups when your 
teachers give you a 
Group Key. Just click 
on the drop-down 
menu under your name 
and select Join Group. 
Enter in the Group 
Key, and you will start 
receiving assignments 
for that Group.

When you log in to 
your StudySync 
account, you will be 
on your Home page.

Click Join Group to enter additional Group Keys.
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USING THE ASSIGNMENTS TAB

Clicking on the 
Assignments tab
will take you to your 
Assignment Carousel. 
These are the 
Assignments you 
need to complete. 

Click on an 
Assignment to get 
started. Many 
Assignments will 
have additional 
video and audio 
support to help you 
understand the text 
and Assignment.

Look here for information about the Assignment, including which teacher 
assigned it and the due date.

The Preview is like a movie trailer for the text. Watch it to get some 
additional background information about the text and/or time period.

1

2
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You can listen to 
the excerpt read 
aloud by clicking 
on the Play Audio 
button.

As you read, keep track of your thinking by including notes and highlights. 
When you select a part of the text, you will be prompted to add an annotation.

After you watch the 
Preview (if one is 
available), click on 
“Read.” This is where 
you will read and
annotate an excerpt 
from the book.

3

The SyncTV episode 
is an example 
discussion between 
students about the 
text and prompt. If your 
Assignment includes 
a SyncTV episode, 
be sure to watch it to 
get an idea of how to 
respond to the prompt 
your teacher has 
assigned. This 
discussion will also 
help you learn how 
to think more deeply 
about a text and to 
refer back to it in order 
to support your ideas. 

4
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5

6

The Think section 
of an Assignment 
includes at least 
three short answer 
or multiple-choice 
questions. Some 
questions will have 
a corresponding 
video clip from the 
SyncTV episode to 
help you think about 
the question and 
form your answers.  

The Write part of your 
Assignment is where 
you will respond to 
the prompt your 
teacher has assigned. 
You can view the 
Grading Rubric and 
save your Draft 
before submitting your 
response. Once you 
submit your response, 
your teacher and your 
peers will be able to 
read your response.

Click ‘Grading Rubric’ to view the rubric your teacher and peers will be using to 
evaluate your response.
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Go to your Review tab to read and evaluate your peers’ responses. 
You can only review your classmates’ responses once you have completed 
the Assignment yourself. 

USING THE REVIEW TAB

Once you complete 
an Assignment, you 
can review your 
peers’ responses 
(anonymously!). 
Head over to your 
Review tab to get 
started.

Click on the 
Assignment to reread 
the prompt and text, 
and to read your 
peer’s response. 
This is anonymous for 
students, so you don’t 
need to worry about 
others knowing which 
response is yours. 
However, your teacher 
has access to this 
information. 

1
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Rate the response using the rubric assigned by your teacher. A box will pop 
up explaining each point value when you scroll over the point boxes with 
your cursor. 

Give specific 
feedback on your 
peer’s response 
in the text box.

After you read your 
peer’s response, you 
will Review it using the 
rubric your teacher has 
assigned. 

3
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All of your completed 
Assignments and 
reviews are held in 
your Binder. Go here 
to see the reviews 
you receive from your 
teacher and your peers 
for an Assignment.

In the Teacher Review 

section, you can see the 

rating you received from 

your teacher, as well as 

notes and annotations 

on particular sections 

of your response. Click 

on a highlighted section 

to view your teacher’s 

comments.

Teacher Review section

Peer Reviews sectionIn the Peer Reviews 

section, you can see your 

average rating, as well as 

notes and scores you’ve 

received from each of 

your peers. 

Notice that this is still 

anonymous for students 

(but your teacher has 

access to this information!).

USING THE BINDER TAB
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USING THE BLASTS TAB

Your Blast tab is 
where you will go to 
complete weekly 
Blast Assignments, 
which are short 
reading, research, 
and writing 
Assignments based 
on topics of interest 
and current events. 

You will be prompted 
to complete any 
Live, or current Blast 
Assignments. 

First, read the Blast 
title and Response 
question. This is the 
question you will be 
answering in a 
tweet-length response 
(140 characters or less). 

1
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Read the Background 
information to learn 
more about the topic.

Go further – follow 
the Research Links 
to learn even more.

Complete the Blast 
Response and the 
QuikPoll.

3

Once you complete a 
Blast Assignment, you 
will be able to review 
and rate your peers’ 
Blast responses. You 
will also be able to 
see the ratings your 
response receives, as 
well as the top rated 
Blast responses. 
Check back often to 
see the top responses 
and QuikPoll results!
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Save your favorite titles to your StudySync Bookshelf.

Again, welcome to StudySync!

We’re excited for you to be a part of our learning community.

If you have any questions about StudySync or your 

Assignments, just ask your teacher. 

USING THE LIBRARY TAB

Your last tab is your 
Library. Your Library 
includes all of the 
texts in StudySync. 
You can search the 
Library using the 
search box or search 
filters. You can also 
save titles to your 
Bookshelf.


