
 

John Carlson, the visionary behind The Watershed School and 
our original leader, occasionally published newsletters during 
our first couple years. His newsletter, From the Principal’s Bend 
in the River extolled outdoor learning, railed against No Child 
Left Behind, and quoted the gurus of place-based education. 
He reminded all of us – parents and teachers – of the 
philosophical foundation of our school. Watershed is much 
more than a little school that goes on ski trips. In Watershed’s 
charter, the document that defines our vision and guides our 
instruction, Carlson wrote that we aim to “foster the 
development of students with a strong sense of  place who will 
be prepared to serve as stewards of their community. By 
gaining an understanding of the history, government, culture, 
and ecology of Alaska's interior, students will achieve 
academic excellence and expand their competency to the 
rest of the world.”  
 

Sometimes when I catch myself losing my way amid the 
brambles of standardized testing, state/district mandates, and 
the routine tasks of school administration, the writings of folks 
like Sobel, Smith, Leopold (see sidebar) - and Carlson help 
reestablish my bearings. I invite you to do the same.  
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Get Inspired! Education Rooted in Place 
A Sand County Almanac 
-Aldo Leopold 
 
Place-based Education: 
Connecting classrooms and 
communities 
-David Sobel 
 
Natural Alaska: Life on the 
Edge 
-Ned Rozell, author 
-Natalie Ott Schuldt, illustrator 
(both are Watershed parents) 
 
Last Child in the Woods: 
Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder 
-Richard Louv 
 

These books are all 
available for check out 
from the Watershed Library. 

The Watershed Runoff 
Intermittent news, notes, and musings from the head teacher   
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AMP Testing 
Dates 

 
April 1-2: Grades 3, 4, 7, 8 

April 3: Grades 4 & 8 Science 

April 8-9: Grades 5 & 6 

This cartoon by David Horsey 
is a John Carlson favorite. I 
had to include it. Another 
version has the tubes labeled 
reading, writing, and math.  
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And now…here’s an article on standardized 
testing. Embrace the irony!  

Although we have always fared well on the 
state assessments, instruction at The Watershed 
School encompasses much more than what is 
measured on those tests. This year our students 
have been learning incredible things, both in 
and out of the classroom, that cannot be 
measured using scale scores, percentiles, or our 
school’s star rating. For a few days this spring 
our 3rd – 8th graders will take a break from the 
Watershed curriculum to show the academic 
growth they’ve made on exams that thousands 
of other students will also take. This month our 
5th and 7th graders took the Terra Nova. This 
very morning our 4th and 8th graders took the 
NAEP exam.  

The Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP) will be 
administered in April to all students in grades 3-
8 (see dates listed above). The AMP replaces 
the Standards Based Assessment (SBA) that 
many of your children have taken in previous 

TerraNova, NAEP, AMP – Oh My! 
‘Tis the Season for Testing 
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years. It will be delivered via computer and is 
based on Alaska’s new standards in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics.  

This is a significant change and comparing 
results from this years test to last year’s will be 
pointless since not only has our target been 
moved on us, now we’re shooting with an 
unfamiliar rifle.  Regardless, we take the state 
assessment seriously and have been preparing 
our students to the best of our abilities - 
without sacrificing our core values of place-
base education and meaningful outdoor 
experiences. I assure you that history lessons 
connecting Fairbanks to the Klondike Gold 
Rush, science and engineering research on 
building design in the subarctic, and ski trips to 
Goldstream Valley are not being sacrificed for 
Common Core cram sessions.  

Jarrod Decker, Head Teacher 
The Watershed School 
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