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April Patriot Newsletter 
 

North Pole High School 

Dear Patriot Parents, 

As the school year rushes by, there are a few important things I would like to share 

with you.  

First of all, I want to talk about the Alaska Measures of Progress assessments we 

gave in the past several weeks. Most of our 9th and 10th grade students participated. 

The good news is that the technology worked and our kids were great about 

following directions and doing what was needed. These tests were built upon the 

considerably more demanding standards required by the State of Alaska. Many of 

the students commented that the tests were difficult. We look forward to seeing 

the results. It will be our first step in looking closely at how well we are aligning 

our instruction to these new standards. Thank you for your help in getting our 

students well rested and fed. If you have any questions about the testing, please 

call me and see again our Q&A sheet in this newsletter. 

Second: Get those seniors moving! We are rushing to the end. The last thing we 

want is for one class to be holding a student back from the great reward of high 

school Graduation! If you own a senior who is teetering precariously on the edge, 

please check those grades daily on Power School. We are encouraging them on 

this end. 

I know the Senior Grad Bash parents are desperate for some help. Also, if you 

have a junior, it's a good time to learn the ropes and help out on the evening of 

graduation. Someone has to be at Pioneer Park for the finishing touches while 

those proud senior parents wipe their tears and enjoy the moment. 

Finally, as we have been telling our 9th graders all year: you have to get your six 

to be a sophomore in the fall. The same goes for every year: 12 credits make a 

junior and 17 makes a senior. Six credits means passing all classes for both 

semesters. Spring fever is creeping up on us, let’s keep those kids going! 

Speaking of spring, please enjoy these longer days! 

Annie Keep-Barnes 

  

 
601 NPHS Blvd  North Pole, AK  99705 

www.nph.k12northstar.org  907-488-3761 
  

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

April 27 – Patriot Awards Night 

6 p.m. – NPHS Auditorium 

 

May 4 – Choir Concert 7 p.m. 

NPHS Auditorium 

 

May 11 – PTSA Meeting 6 p.m. 

Library 

 

May 13 – NPHS Band Concert 

7 p.m. NPHS Auditorium 

 

May 14 – NPHS Orchestra Concert 7 

7 p.m. NPHS Auditorium 

 

May 18 – Senior Memory Night 

7 p.m. NPHS Gym 

 

May 19 – NPHS Graduation 

Carlson Center 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nph.k12northstar.org/
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Science News 
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Spanish News  

 

Hola Padres! 

The highlight of April: 

The students prepared ‘flores de la primavera’ (spring flowers) to celebrate Easter and spring. 

What is happening in class: 

Estudiantes en Español I:     

Unit 7: The students are learning about vacations and   memorizing an impromptu to present about a 

vacation they are going to take.  

Estudiantes en Español II:  

Unit 7: The students prepared dialogues with the theme ‘hotel’ and they will present on April 10th. 

Upcoming events: 

Felix Bamburry will be back to dance on May 4th   to celebrate 5 de mayo. ¡Viva 5 de Mayo!  

 

¡Gracías! Sra. KaBe 
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The Culinary Corner 

 Max Pananen, Culinary Arts Teacher 

This month’s article is a comment and reflection on the type of produce available in this area.  Spring is upon 

us and the rock hard tomatoes of winter are hopefully a thing of the past (until next year).  We all have 

frustrating stories of buying beautiful  fruit, bringing it home, then either having it mold in 2 days or it being so 

under-ripe  (and artificially colored) that it has terrible flavor.  What alternatives are out there for us poor 

denizens of the north?  Fret not my culinary cohorts for there are solutions.  I would like to name several local 

alternatives to frankly, terrible produce.  The following list is in no way an endorsement of the businesses, it 

is just what I am aware of off the top of my head. 

The Farmer’s Market is always a good place to find some fresh produce.  They do tend to be a little expensive 

as they are just individuals or small businesses selling their goods.  The types of produce they have available 

changes slowly throughout summer starting in May with those that have heated greenhouses and running all 

the way through September.  Carrots and potatoes are definitely the most plentiful offerings but almost any 

northern crop can be found from strawberries and blueberries to other root vegetables and flowers. 

Our local FFA chapter here at North Pole High School also has a rather impressive growing program.  The 

school has a heated greenhouse attached to it so they can grow almost anything year round.  Currently to 

test this they are actually growing a few pineapples.  One plant is two years old!  Students maintain projects 

of their choosing that fit in with the FFA program.  They can use the greenhouse or a small piece of acreage 

where they grow potatoes in the summer.  In the fall they sell potatoes and in the spring they sell flowers, 

hanging baskets, and a myriad of vegetable plants that one can put in their own greenhouse (check for these 

sales in May at the Safeway parking lot).  I said I wasn’t going to endorse any particular business…well I lied. 

I look forward to working with FFA next year as we build a relationship where they can provide fresh 

ingredients for the culinary program. 

While Anchorage and Palmer seem to have the “Grown in Alaska” produce market cornered (check Fred 

Meyer, a lot of carrots and potatoes come from there), the Fairbanks area has some growing (pun very much 

intended) options.  Bernie Carl out at Chena Hot Springs has several thermal heated greenhouses that he 

uses to grow most if not all of the produce they use in the hotel and restaurant.  Of course I have to mention 

all the local greenhouses that can sell you starter plants to grow your own vegetables.  Hawks in North Pole 

and Reiss’s out on Chena Hot Springs Road have everything a gardener would need to tackle summer 

growing…in May.   In town (Fairbanks) there is Holm Town Nursery, Anne’s Greenhouse, The Plant Kingdom 

and a few others for those that don’t wish to travel all the way to North Pole or farther.  Those of us that have 

been around a few summers know that we have a short but very productive growing season due to the 

midnight sun.  This has caused many a hobbyist to try their hand at gardening with rather successful results.  

If you venture down this path be sure not to plant anything outside until the danger of frost (meaning the 

nighttime temperatures are not lower than 32 F) has passed.  You can always start things sooner in April by 

planting seeds in a flat of dirt in front of a sunny window.  Just be ready to thin them as they grow or you will 

end up with a lot of stunted plants that won’t do very well.  I do not claim to be an expert, in fact I’m still 

learning and playing with different setups and ideas (that’s what makes it fun) but whatever route to fresh 

produce you choose whether it is buying locally or growing it yourself, enjoy the outcome. Bon Apetit! 
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Library News 

 

Send In Your Best Shot! 

Celebrate School Library Month by sending in your 

best shot! The American School libraries 

Association is collecting photos and videos that 

illustrate our theme Your School Library: Where 

Learning Never Ends in your school library. It’s 

your time to shine! Show the world all of the 

awesome things you do within your school 

community and beyond. 

Selected photos and videos will appear on AASL's 

School Library Month RebelMouse page 

throughout the month of April. 

Guidelines for Photos and videos 

 Don’t be camera shy! Ask a student or 

adult to take a photo of you engaged 

in activities in your school library. 
 Be sure to follow your school’s guidelines 

regarding the posting of student photos, 

videos, student work, and names. 

 Label all photos with your name, 

photographer or videographer’s name (when 

possible), the school’s name, town, and 

state. Include student names when possible. 

 Include a brief description* (140 characters) 

that describes the event taking place in your 

photo or video. 

How to Post 

 Upload your photo or video to 

your Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter 

account.  
 Tag photos and videos with #slm15. (If 

sharing via Facebook, please be sure your 

post is set to public.) 

NPHS LIBRARY SERVICES:  

The NPHS Library is open for students from 7:15 

AM until 4:00 PM school days. 

The students may use the library at lunchtime, and 

may visit during schools hours with a pass from 

their teacher. 

STUDENT SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Book Checkout 

Computer Access 

Printers 

Copy Machine 

eBooks 

Kindles 

Test Makeup 

Password Reset 

Research Assistance 

Homework Club Meets afterschool every day for 

students who need assistance with homework. 

This service is sponsored by the Guidance 

Department of NPHS.  

https://www.rebelmouse.com/slm15/
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JROTC News 

14 Air Force JROTC cadets attended a Curriculum-In-Action trip to Hawaii over spring break with 30 
other cadets from Lathrop and Ben Eielson high schools.  The highlights included spending a night 
on the USS Missouri, getting a tour of a nuclear powered Los Angeles class fast attack submarine, 
a 90 minute personal tour by the deputy commander of Joint Base Pearl Harbor – Hickam on a navy 
boat around Pearl Harbor that culminated in a stop at the USS Arizona Memorial, a wreath laying 
ceremony at Punchbowl National Cemetery of the Pacific, a tour of the Pacific Aviation Museum, a 
visit to the University of Hawaii and the Air Force and Army ROTC detachments, a day at the 
Polynesian Culture Center and plenty of time at the beaches of Waikiki, Hanauma Bay, and Bellows 
Air Force Station.  Below are several group photos from this trip: 
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RRANN Comes To NPHS 

  

Pictured: Rebecca Dreier RRANN Student Success Facilitator 

Lorin Ketzler, Marrissa Gifford ANE Students at North Pole High School                      

North Pole High School Alaska Native Education students participated in the Recruitment and Retention of 

Alaska Natives into Nursing (RRANN) presentation on March 11, 2015, at NPHS with Mrs. Sanderson. 

Rebecca Dreier, RRANN Student Success Facilitator, from UAA School of Nursing, gave an overview of the 

program. NPHS students viewed a short film featuring interviews with students from across the state who are 

current participants or graduates of the program. NPHS Students were able to identify with students appearing 

in the film. They face similar challenges and frustrations, including rural versus urban education. 

The program highlighted supportive services for students who are participating in the nursing program; college 

preparation, academic planning services, connections with Alaska Native and American Indian Nursing 

Professionals, community-building, Anchorage on-campus housing, resident life activities and events, and 

cafeteria meal planning. 

RRANN financial aid packages and scholarships are available. RRANN helps find contact information for 

many tribal entities and can assist potential students in filling out applications.    

At the end of the presentation interested students were able to take information packets home for review with 

parents. Their excitement was tangible.  

“Providing culturally relevant healthcare is not a matter of political correctness; it is often a matter of life and 

death. When cultural complacency is missing from health care, important information is not communicated, 

symptoms of illness are overlooked or misinterpreted and patient outcome suffers.” 

- Tina DeLapp, EdD, R.N., RRANN Founder  
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Mark your calendar! 

Important dates for you and your senior to keep in mind. 

 
April 27 Patriot Awards Night    6 p.m.  (A postcard will be mailed if your senior will be receiving an 

award) 

 

May 1 Pictures are due for the slide show  

E-mail questions and pictures to: NPHS2015seniornight@gmail.com 

 

May 12-14 Senior finals  

 

May 14 Senior checkout after the last final. All fines and fees must be paid. Cap and gowns are 

distributed at checkout. 

 

May 14 Senior picnic after checkout on the practice field (parent volunteers needed, contact Kat Geuea) 

 

May 18 Baccalaureate @ North Pole Worship Center at 5 p.m. 

   

Senior Memory Night @ NPHS in the gym @ 7 p.m. 

 

May 19 Commencement rehearsal (THIS IS REQUIRED!) 9 a.m. at the Carlson Center  

 

2015 Graduation at the Carlson Center.  Students arrive at 6 p.m. (parent volunteers needed to 

iron grad gowns, contact Kathy Doyel)  

 

Grad Bash Party put on by parents of seniors 10 p.m. at the Pioneer Park Civic Center (parent 

volunteers needed, contact Larnetia Skipps)  

 

Contact people: 

 

Senior Class Sponsor:   Kat Geuea  kathleen.geuea@k12northstar.org 

Graduation Coordinator:  Kathy Doyel  kdoyel@hotmail.com 

Grad Bash Party Coordinator:  Larnetia Skipps 907-378-6635 or nedacake@gmail.com 

 

  

callto:907-378-6635
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April 

Student of the Month 
 

Alaska Native Education/ 

English Language Learners 

Trena Lucia Nayokpuk 

 

Automotive Technology 

Andrew Risner 

 

Counseling 

Amber Sommer 

 

Culinary Arts 

Brianna Jantz 

 

Health 

Brittany Roberts 

 

Integrated Programs 

Brianne Hayes 

 

JROTC 

Kevin Davison 

 

Language Arts 

Jevohn Clarke 

 

Library Assistant 

Alicya Briggs 

 

Math 

Rebekah Ballard 

 

Metals/Drafting/Welding 

 

Office Practice Specialist 

Kyle Felton 

 

Performing Arts 

Jordan Jones 

 

Physical Education 

Caden Cover 

 

Science 

 Shahiba Bhattarai 

 

Social Studies 

Troy Lumpkin 

 

Visual Arts 

Caitlin Weeks 

 

World Language 

Susan Glade 

 

 

 

Gunner Pliska 
North Pole City Council 

Student of the Month
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Congratulations 
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FIREARMS POLICY 
The School Board's firearms, deadly weapons, and weapons policies have been updated to meet  

Alaska Department of Education reporting requirements. 

 

Among the changes are that all knives, regardless of blade length, are categorized as deadly weapons.  

State law dictates a 30-day minimum suspension from school for deadly weapon possession. For more 

information, visit k12northstar.org/weaponpolicy. 

________________________ 

NPHS FASTPITCH GAME SCHEDULE 2015 

Day  Date  Time  Game   Location 

Wed.  4-29  6pm  WV @ NPS.  Davis 1 
Wed.  4-29   7:45pm  WVJV @ NPJV  S. Davis 1 
Thu.  4-30  6pm  Lathrop JV @ NPJVS.  Davis 1 
Thu.  4-30  7:45pm  Lathrop @ NPS.   Davis 1 
Sat.  5-2  1pm  NP @ Delta *  DELTA 
Sat.  5-2  2:45pm  NP @ Delta (NC) DELTA 
Tues.  5-5  6pm  NP @ Eielson*  S. Davis 2 
Tues.  5-5  7:45pm   NPJV @ Lathrop JV S. Davis 2 
Wed.  5-6  6pm  Hutch @ NP*  S. Davis 1 
Wed.  5-6  7:45pm  NPJV @ Hutch JV S. Davis 3 
KETCHIKAN TRIP MAY 7TH-10TH 
Tue.  5-12  6pm  Eielson @ NP*  S. Davis 1 
Tue.  5-12  7:45pm  WVJV @ NPJV  S. Davis 1 
Wed.  5-13  6pm  NP @ Hutch*  S. Davis 3 
Wed.  5-13  7:45pm  NPJV @ Hutch JV S. Davis 3 
Fri.  5-15  6pm  Delta @ NP*  S. Davis 1 
Fri.  5-15  7:45pm  Delta @ NP*  S. Davis 1 
Sat.  5-16  10am  Palmer JV @ NPJV S. Davis 1 
Sat.  5-16  12pm  Palmer @ NP  S. Davis 1 
DELTA TOURNAMENT MAY 21ST – 23RD 
Thurs.  5-28  6:15pm  Hutch @ NP*  S. Davis 1 
Thurs.  5-28  8pm  Colony @ NP  S. Davis 1 
Fri.  5-29  6:15pm  NP @ Eielson*  S. Davis 2 
Fri.  5-29  8pm  Wasilla JV @ NPJV S. Davis 1 
Sat.  5-30  10am  Colony JV @ NPJV  S. Davis 1 
Sat.  5-30  11:45am Wasilla @ NP  S. Davis 1 
STATE TOURNEY @ S. DAVIS JUNE 4TH – 6TH 

 

http://k12northstar.org/weaponpolicy
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, 

religion, creed, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, marital status, changes in marital 

status, pregnancy, parenthood, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran status. 

 

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title 

IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 in the educational programs or activities which it operates. 

 

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation of 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This includes admission or access to, or treatment or 

employment in its programs, services, and activities. 

 

Individuals requiring further information should contact the designated compliance director: 

 

Ms. Elizabeth (Bett) Schaffhauser 

Employment and Educational Opportunity Director 

520 Fifth Avenue 

4th Floor, Suite A, Room 410 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 452-2000 ext. 11466 

Fax (907) 452-3172 

bett.schaffhauser@k12northstar.org 

North Star Borough School District 

North Pole High School 

601 NPHS Blvd 

North Pole, AK  99705 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Patriot Newsletter is published monthly during the school year 
Submit articles by email to sally.madden@k12northstar.org 

  

 


